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Isolation
valve

Boundary with 
the adopted highway 

United Utilities’ 
water main 

Suitably approved backflow preventer, generally a double check valve, 
installed in a self-contained chamber with isolation valves either side.  
Chamber to be installed as close as reasonably practicable to the 
adopted highway and sized to allow access for maintenance and repair. 

Leave enough excess pipe at the boundary with the adopted highway for our 
contractors to connect to. Please ensure the end of the pipe is fitted with a 
mechanical water tight stop end/flange plate to prevent the ingress of debris 
and contaminants

Outlet pipework (usually boosted) to 
be identifiable by spiral wrapping in 
accordance with BS1710:2014. 
See colour banding above.

Irrigation tank incorporating a 
cat 5 air gap at the fill point 
and correct overflow 
arrangement

Water Regulations
The diagram shown is for illustrative purposes only and specifications may 
vary dependent on the type of construction. All installations must fully 
comply with the current Water Supply (Water Fittings) Regulations 1999.

750mm – 
1350mm

Floor level

Ducted and 
insulated supply to 
irrigation tank 

Provision for external isolation 
and metering, will be installed by 
UUW at the time of connection.

For 63mm O/D and above, an 
industry recognised pressure 
test and chlorination will be 
required once you are in receipt 
of your connection date. Ideally, 
approx.10 days prior to 
connection

Note: For any 
other design 
please consult 
with your local 
inspector prior to 
installation

General installation requirements 
•	 Pipe to be laid unjointed (if possible) or kept 

to a minimum, at a depth between 750mm-
1350mm

•	 The supply to the irrigation tank to be ducted 
and suitably insulated up to ground level, 
usually through a concrete slab, at the point 
where the pipe leaves the ground to be taken 
to the tank inlet

•	 All remaining pipework exposed to the 
elements to be adequately insulated to protect 
against extreme conditions

•	 Pipework downstream of the irrigation tank to 
be identifiable by spiral wrapping the pipe in 
accordance with BS1710:2014  

•	 The tank outlet pipe exposed to the elements 
to be adequately insulated to protect against 
extreme conditions and suitably ducted and 
insulated down to a minimum depth of 750mm 
when leaving the tank to go below ground

•	 All underground outlet pipework to be laid 
between 750mm-1350mm and be suitably 
ducted and insulated from 750mm up to 
ground level if being taken above ground  

•	 All exposed pipework thereafter to be 
adequately insulated to protect against 
extreme conditions  

Installation guidance for an irrigation supply

Non-potable 
water system 

derived 
from the 

public water 
supply 
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